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HALTON DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
Special Education Advisory Committee       

JWS – Large Boardroom 
Tuesday, March 5, 2019, 7pm 
 

MINUTES 
 

Present:  Lisa Cameron (Autism Ontario); Kristina Huddy (Autism Ontario); Alison Brindle 
(Learning Disabilities Association of Halton); Hetal Shah (Association for Bright 
Children); Sophia Siddiqi (Halton Down Syndrome Association); James Baldwin 
(Member at Large); Diane Miller (Member at Large); Melissa Dockeray (Easter Seal 
Ontario); Danielle Adair (Voice); Joanna Oliver (Trustee);  Margo Shuttleworth 
(Trustee); Tracey Ehl Harrison (Trustee); Heather Gerrits (Trustee); Diane 
Vandenbossche (Learning Disabilities Association of Halton); Mike Brown (Halton Down 
Syndrome Association) 

 
Staff: Mark Zonneveld (Superintendent); Sean Marks (Principal of Special Education); Lorna 

Goodrow (Administrator-Student Services)  
  
Regrets: Deirdre Woo (Association for Bright Children); Judy Shiels (Voice); Lucille Morris 

(Member at Large) 
                             
Trustees: Andrea Grebenc 
 

1.0 Opening 
 

1.1. Welcome and Call to Order 
M. Zonneveld called meeting to order at 7:02 pm  

 
  1.2  Approval of Agenda 

#126-19 M. Dockeray and D. Vandenbossche  
Be it resolved that the Special Education Advisory Committee approved the agenda for March 5, 
2019.       
   Carried Unanimously 

  1.3  Minutes of February 5, 2019 
        #127-19 J. Oliver and D. Adair  
Be it resolved that the minutes for the meeting of the Special Education Advisory Committee for 
February 5, 2019 be approved. 
   Carried Unanimously 
  1.4  Advise vs. Advocate – Building Relationships  
Members engaged in discussions regarding the above. M Zonneveld then expanded on the difference 
of both and asked for feedback from the members.  
 
2.0 Action 

   2.1 Election of Chair and Vice-Chair 
D. Adair was acclaimed to the position of Chair and J. Oliver was acclaimed to the position of Vice-
Chair. 
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3.0 Special Presentations – Information Sharing 

   3.1 S. Podrebarac’s presentation was deferred and is tentatively scheduled to be part of the April 2, 
2019 SEAC meeting. 
 
   3.2 Special Education Plan Review – M. Zonneveld referenced the Amendments page, Appendix R 
Summary of Amendments on the Special Education Plan that was shared with members.  M. 
Zonneveld reviewed the changes in Appendix R with members. M. Zonneveld then asked SEAC 
members if they support the Plan as it currently reads. SEAC confirmed that they support this Plan. 
D. Vandenbossche expressed that the Learning Disabilities Association of Halton does not support 
the Plan.  
 
   3.3 Provincial Updates – Ontario Autism Program (OAP) & Budget  
There were discussions/comments from Members on provincial funding. How does this impact our 
Board and how are we responding?  Members had concerns on the lack of funding. Several members 
shared their experiences in schools.  M. Zonneveld referenced a letter the Board received from the 
Ministry of Education with recommendations regarding hiring decisions.  M. Zonneveld referred to 
Board policies support third parties collaborating with staff in a consultative manner to support 
students, but that third parties cannot provide direct service to students in schools. Our Board is 
developing a contingency plan to support students entering into our schools, and those increasing 
their time in attendance, as a result of changes to the Ontario Autism Program.  A. Grebenc updated 
SEAC members on a letter that she sent to the Minister of Education. M. Zonneveld asked L. 
Goodrow to share this letter (link) with members of SEAC. 
 
4.0 SEAC Discussion/Question Period 
 
S. Siddiqi inquired about the “Project Search Program”.  M. Zonneveld said this is a very exciting 
opportunity that came to our board in the Fall.  It is a co-op opportunity for students in their last year 
of CPP.  This is meant to be an ongoing program. It started about 15 years ago in a hospital in 
Cincinnati and is now offered in over 500 locations across the world.  More detail to come at a future 
SEAC meeting.  
 
5.0  Communication to SEAC 
5.1Superintendent’s Report –March 5, 2019 
 

1.    PA Day Topics – February 1st was a Professional Activity Day with staff participating in a 
wide variety of professional learning activities.  Here are some of the workshops that were 
provided for Educational Assistants: 

       Emotional Intelligence and Managing Conflict 

       Teamwork Building Skills and Strategies 

       Board Maker – Advanced Level 

       Behaviour Management System Full Day Training and half day refresher 

       Learning Outdoors 

       Understanding Neurological Disorders in the Classroom 

       Supporting students with on-line Math Tools 

       Behaviour and Transition Plans 

       Case Studies and Problem Solving to support students 

       Supporting K-8 Students in Technological Problem Solving as they use Hand Tools and     
Machines safely 

       From Behaviour Logs to Behaviour Interventions 

       Supporting Students in a play based Kindergarten program 
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       Strategies for Reading with Young Children 

       Heart Saver CPR AED 

       Revolution is Not a One Time Event - Equity & Inclusion in the EA Role 

       Understanding ADHD 

       Supporting English Language Learners 

       Cortical Visual Impairment 
  
2.    EQAO proposed change in students included in school and board results calculation – The 
Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) is proposing a change to which students 
will be included in the denominator for calculating school and board results. Several 
documents from the Ministry regarding this proposal were included with this month’s agenda 
email.  The proposal is that students not accessing the Ontario Curriculum, and English 
Language Learner (ELL) students who are new to Ontario public schools, will not be included 
in the denominator.  This would apply to the results for all EQAO assessments in grades 3, 6 
and 9.  I’m happy to receive any input from SEAC on this proposal and share it back to EQAO. 
 

3.    Special Education Funding Ministry memo – The Ministry of Education releases this memo 
each year in an effort to explain the funding sources given to boards to provide programs and 
services for students with special needs. The memo was included with this month’s agenda 
email.    Some of the explanations and formulas are quite detailed and complicated.  Probably 
most important is that our funding hasn’t really changed from last year, except where it is tied 
to our increase in student population.  Also important to note is that this year we are spending 
approximately $20 million more than we are allocated on special education programs and 
services, and these funds are drawn from other areas of the budget.  Roxana Negoi, our new 
Superintendent of Business, is coming to SEAC to do a presentation for us in May to help us 
better understand special education funding. 
 

4.    Resource Support IPRC change – One of the recommendations from the Special Education 
Review was to conduct Identification Placement and Review Committee (IPRC) meetings in 
schools for students being newly identified and placed in resource support, and for those 
moving from self-contained to resource support.  This is a change from our current practice of 
bringing both types of these School Resource Team (SRT) recommendations to Regional 
IPRC meetings held in area locations.  This spring we will make this change for students 
coming out of Primary Language Classes (PLC) into resource support, and also for Gr 8 Gifted 
students moving from self-contained classes into the Secondary Gifted Program (SGP) in Gr 
9.  This will give us a chance with a smaller group of students to make sure staff are well 
enough informed and supported to begin conducting IPRCs in schools.  In the fall we will 
expand this to include all students being placed in resource support.  This allows schools to 
have more flexibility in scheduling these IPRCs, and being held in schools will make them 
accessible to parents. 
 

5.    Future Agenda Topics – Student Services has been engaging in several initiatives to help 
us better serve students and families.  These are significant initiatives that could warrant a 
presentation and discussion at a SEAC meeting.  These initiatives include revisions to the 
Working Together document, Project Search Coop Partnership with Oakville Trafalgar 
Memorial Hospital (OTMH), and development of a Canadian Cognitive Abilities Test, ver.7 
(CCAT7) Results Interpretation Guideline. 

5.2  Association Reports 
 
M. Dockeray – Easter Seals Awareness month is March and runs all month. 
D. Vandenbossche – LDAH is running its annual conference on March 21st. 
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S. Siddiqi – World Down Syndrome Day is March 21st. 
L. Cameron – World Autism Awareness Day is Tuesday April 2nd. 
 

5.3  Trustee Reports  
None 

 
5.4 Committees and Interested Representatives 

 PIC – L. Cameron volunteered to be the SEAC rep 

 Accessibility  and Coordinating Committee – M. Dockeray will try attend as the SEAC 
rep. J. Oliver is the Trustee rep and is happy to represent SEAC when M. Dockeray is 
not able to attend. 

 Special Education Review – The dates and times are TBD. L. Cameron volunteered to 
be the SEAC rep 

 Equity and Inclusive Education Advisory Steering Committee – L. Cameron volunteered 
to sit on this committee as well. 

 Nelson/Robert Bateman High School (NEL/RBHS) Integration – no SEAC rep at this 
time. 

 
6.0 Next Agenda/Order Paper 

 Code of Conduct – S. Podrebarac, Superintendent of Safe Schools  

 Mental Health Strategy – Michelle Bates, Mental Health Lead 

 Project  Search Program 
 
  7.0 Adjournment 

7.1 D. Adair adjourned the meeting at 9:37 pm    
    


